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WHIFFING, Philip 
 

Private, 3/10648 
8th Battalion, Duke of Wellington's  
(West Riding Regiment) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Wednesday, 11th 
August 1915 
Killed in Action 
Memorial: Helles Memorial 
Theatre of War: Balkans  
Aged 24 
 

 
Philip Whiffing was born on 17th November 1890 at 34 Mill Road, Haverhill, one of 
fourteen children of William Jones Whiffing and Emma, nee Gowers. 
 
Philip’s family had long been weavers in the town and lived in the Chauntry area that 
included Mill Road.  His father was a mat weaver and his grandfather had been a silk 
weaver.  By 1901 the family had moved to 19 Chauntry Road. 
 
Philip’s mother died in Haverhill in 1904 when Philip was just 14 years old and was 
buried in the Haverhill cemetery.  In 1911 Philip was a resident at the Salvation Army 
Hostel, Blackfriars Road, London, SE1 and working as a ‘Potman / Barman’. 
 
He enlisted in the 8th Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment, as 
Private No. 3/10648. This Battalion had been raised at Halifax in August 1914. They 
moved to Belton Park at Grantham in January 1915. In April 
April they moved to Witley for final training prior to leaving Liverpool for the Middle 
East in July. The Battalion landed on B Beach at Suvla on the 6th August and moved 
forward in attack on Lala Baba, in which it was engaged day and night and sustained 
heavy losses. The Battalion withdrew to a rest area on the 8th August but was 
moved to the area Tekke Tepe Ridge on the 9th August and took part in the advance 
and fighting at the Cut. They were relieved on the 11th August and moved to the 
beach area.  
 
The campaign was very poorly planned and executed under very hostile conditions. 
It lasted only four months before an evacuation was ordered.  Many lives were lost 
including that of Philip who died on 11th August 1915. 
 
Philip, who was unmarried at the time of his death, was awarded the 1915 Star, the 
Victory and British War Medals.  His father was then living at 6 Croft Row, Haverhill. 
 
Two letters, written by Philip’s brother, Gunner Arthur Whiffing who was with the 
RFA, to one of his sisters, which were published in the South-West Suffolk Echo: 
On 10th July 1915 he enquired:  

‘Is Phil out here with his regiment yet? I haven’t seen any of his 
regiment where we are.’ 
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and on 23rd October 1915 he wrote: 
 
‘You told me Phil had been wounded, I hope it is not serious, and you 
must let me know if it is and whether he is getting on.’ 

 
The October letter was unfortunately written some two months after Philip had died. 
 
Philip has no known grave 
and is commemorated on 
the Helles Memorial, which 
stands on the tip of the 
Gallipoli Peninsula.  It 
takes the form of an 
obelisk, over thirty metres 
high, that can be seen by 
ships passing through the 
Dardanelles.   
 
The Helles Memorial 
serves the dual function of 
Commonwealth battle 
memorial for the whole 
Gallipoli campaign and 
place of commemoration 
for many of those Commonwealth servicemen who died there and have no known 
grave.  The memorial bears more than 21,000 names. 
 
At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial on 27th November 1920 a wreath was 
laid inscribed:  

‘In loving memory of Philip Whiffing  
– From his loving Father, Sisters and Brother’ 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philip’s father died in Croydon, Surrey in 1942 and was buried in Haverhill cemetery.  


